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LAST SUMMER | STARTED THE FIRST ONE | NOTICED
SEEING ALL THESE bEAD WAS HANGING RIGHT ACROSS
FRUIT BATS AROUND TOWN. (| THE STREET FROM MY HOVSE.

[ 1T LOOKED LIKE A DEAD
CAT TANGLED IN A BLACK
PLASTIC BAG.

WHO WANTS TO
GO0 SWIMMING?




THIS WAS AT THE HEIGHT
OF THE BUSHFIRES IN2019. |

BACK WHEN THE SUN 1

WAS NEON PINK, - .

. . AND WE USED THE RFS
A e S \{7@ MORNING WEATHER .
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E THEIR WHOLE LIVES I
A, UPSIDE DOWN?




HAVING THEIR FEET

ON THE GROUND MUST ) | BB <1 oNLY THING THE
FE EL LIKE V\IHEN YOU ;,-.- i DglEH erdGH;HS:\IDGé UHPJT

\ DO A HEADSTAND. — - |BE& IS PEE AND POO!

U
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THEY HAVE THESE q/Ad B

I HOOKED THUMBS THAT | |

N ALLOW THEM TO FLIP- ¥ /|
OVER WHEN THEY GO.

{ FLIP UPSIDE DOWN EVERY 8
TIME YOU NEEDED To ~ J
USE THE TOILET? 8

AW WHEN BATSFLY N
Sl AROUND AND EAT,
B THEY POLLINATE
A THE PLANTS.
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AND, AND! 'THEY =

- =

BATS ARE ACTUALLY
INTEGRAL TO A HEALTHY
ECO SYSTEM HERE
IN AUSTRALILA.

" AND SOME PEOPLE e
el HATE THEM! THEY . -

4 THINK THEY'RE PESTS | S8

-

| BATS ARE A
| KEYSTONE SPECIES
FORFUCKS SAKE!
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THE BEES OF
§ AUSTRALIA, A
g "l; = LON e ‘
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g CHRISTS, FLYING AROUND,
8  HEALING THE PLANET




JUST WHAT's
EASIEST.

' THE RIGHT &

B THING |S SOMETIMES

& HARD, BUT IT'SALSO § B

~ WORTHWHILE.

A’——
PEOPLE ARE THEIR r

OWN WORST ENEMIES,
LEON, REALLY.

THE TRUE HEROES Nl
ARE THE ONES WHO

(g LEARN TO TELL THE 4

| THINK %
YOU'LL GROW R

DlFFEF\EN(.E

YoU'LL RE
ONE OF THE







BACK INTHE FIFTIES, POWER LINES |8
OFTEN DIDN'T HAVE RUBBER CASINGS.

| AND ON FAMILY TRIPS, MY MOM USED TO [ .
SEE HUNDREDS OF ELECTROCUTED BIRDS, v :
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| WONDER HOW MANY ELECTRICIANS BACK THEN
WERE ACTUALLY FRUSTRATED NATURALISTS?
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:'?535"-' { WHY AREN'T THERE ANY
@ BEES IN AUSTRALIA? A

WHAT MADE YOV
SAY THAT, KIDDO?

{ THERE ARE |

BEFES HERE!/

) > ‘ B
f ] : o
' f "o
|
| ..
E e
/
h




el R o -f,"- | DON'T THINK THE Y [8
- ., W s [AD SEATBELTS EITHER. |
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MY MOM, HER FIVE SISTERS, AND HER PARENTS WOULD
ALL HAVE BEEN CRAMMED TOGETHER |[NTO ONE CAR.
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AND TO DISTRACT HERSELF |[ MY MOM WOULD PRETEND
FROM THE CACOPHONY, HER HAND WAS A PERSON.

| RUONNING ALONG- | [©

| SIDE THE CAR
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] THE BUSHFIRE SEASON OF 2019-2020 IS
NOW KNOWN AS THE BLACK

N »

| 4c MiLLION
ACRES BURNED,
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ONE BILLION ANIMALS DIED.
ANOTHER TWO BILLION DISPLACED.




THE NEWS WAS FLOODED
“WITH BLACKENED KOALAS,

I/

EXHAUSTED_ FIRE FIGHTERS,

' ROADS CLOGGED WITH FAMILIES
| ESCAPING SUDDEN CHANGES |
IN WIND DIRECTION,

EVACUEES HUDDLED ON
BEACHES AWAITING RESCUE,

PLANES DUMPING CLOUDS 0OF

AND WEIRD, FOGGY IMAGES
OF CITIES BATHED IN SMOKE.

WATER AND FIRE RETARDANT;




THE FIRES EMITTED AN ESTIMATED
300 MILLION TONNES OF CO
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THREE QUARTERS OF AUSTRALIA'S
USUAL ANNUAL OUTPUT.

NORMALLY THOSE EMISSIONS WOULD BE ABSORBED BY FOREST REGROWTH BUT THE
INTENSITY OF THESE FIRES MAY HAVE DAMAGED THE FOREST'S ABILITIES TO REGROW. |




FLOODED CITIES, INFRASTRUCTURE
BREAKDOWNS, MASS MIGRATIONS,

RISING SEA LEVELS, INCREASINGLY
EXTREME WEATHER, OVERCROWDING,

SUPERBUGS, OCEANACIDIFICATION, || REVOLUTION, RISE OF AUTHORITARIAN
SCARCITY OF FRESH WATER, LEADERSHIP, WORLD WAR.
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OUR BEAUTIFUL, HECTIC,
PROBLEM-FILLED PLANET...
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S ALIFELESS DUST BOWL. ol
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VP YOU GET,

SLEEPY GIRL.

IT’S SAFER TO
GET OUT THIS SIDE,
OKAY, BUD?




YUP! OR RATHER,
TWO SWIMMERS AND
ONE SINKER.

WAIT FOR US,
ALRIGHT, KIDDO?




- READY?

Y DAD, CAN | GET
i\ NEW GOGGLES?
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/ You ALREADY
HAVE GOGGLES.

W PLEASE, DAD.
¥ THE OTHER ONES DON'T
| EVEN FIT ME ANYMORE -

WE'RE NOT
GETTING NEW |
GOGGLES.

T - — RS

IT'S AWASTE,
KIDDO, NO.

YOUR OTHER
GOGGLES ARE

LEON! WE ARE NOT )
| BUYING NEW GOGGLES.
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S THESE ACTUALL
Gl

E ,
VE ME POWERS, a5

THE

"TALK TO FISH, DAD.

THEY ACTUALLY DO!
| FOR REAL.

¥ MAKE ME SWIM Y& S|\

NO, KIDDO.
MOM'S FINE.
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| LIKE SWIMMING

il MORE WHEN THE- WATER

IN THIS POOL?

T HAVE FISH INIT.

'

GOOD.

DOESN
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o I'VEGOT ELODIE, PAL,
AND IT'S TRICKY TO WATCH




THERE'S A COLONY OF BATS
OVER AT GIRRAHWEEN PARK.

HANG ABOVE A NARROW PATH. E THESMELLISINTENSE LlKE
SN0 AT 1 1,000 DIRTY GUINEA PIGS.

THEY'RE LOUD TOO! CHITTERING |
AND CLICKING AND SCREECHING. | g
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THEY'RE CLIMBING OVER EACH | B o= |
OTHER, FANNING THEIR WinGs | M| OCCASIONALLY sWoopNG 55
‘ | Wl Low OVER THE PATH.
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MEGA-BATS DON'T DEAL

&
WELL WITHEXTREME HEAT. [

THE TEMPERATURE HIT 42°%
AND THEY JUST...

IN2002, 1,300 OF THEMDIED OF

HEAT STRESS INA SINGLE DAY.

- - M M
RAINED DOWN OUT

BETWEEN 2018 AND 2019,
23,000 OF THEM DIED.

ONE THIRD OF AUSTRALIA'S
ENTIRE MEGA-BAT POPULATION.

-
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APPARENTLY, IT'S THEIR LARGE || SMALLER BATS ARE BETTER AT
REGULATING THEIR TEMPERATVRES.

.U . i |

L

SIZE IS WHAT GETSTHEM IN
TROUBLEWITH POWERLINES T0O.

THAT THEY CONNECT MORE THAN
ONE CABLE WHEN THEY HANG.




ELECTROCUTION, GLOBAL WARMING...
WE ARE SUCH A THOUGHTLESS SPECIES. | ~

!

_'_:_“'-' SO ME BO D )l’ _:; = <
| PLEASE 'HELP! S
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OH, THANK F
OHGOD. OH FUCK. y.
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FIONN MCCABE IS AN ARTIST,
PRINTMAKER, AND EDUCATOR
CURRENTLY LIVING ON GADIGAL AND
WANGAL LAND WITH HIS PARTNER,
THEIR TWO CHILDREN, AND A
CEASELESSLY BARKING DOG.

HE IS ONE OF THE CO-FOUNDERS OF
READ TO ME, A LIVE STORYTELLING
EVENT DESIGNED TO SHOWCASE THE
WORK OF CARTOONISTS AND OTHER
YISUAL STORYTELLERS.

HE IS TALL AND FAIR, AND IS OFTEN
COMPARED TO BRAD PITT, THOUGH
: NEVER FAVOURABLY.



THIS STORY IS ABOUT BATS DROPPING QUT

OF TREES, THE RAGING FIRES OF THE BLACK

SUMMER, AND A TRIP WITH THE KIDS TO THE
LOCAL POOL.

LIVING IN THE END TIMES IS DIFFICULT,
EMOTIONALLY COMPLICATED,
AND ODDLY MUNDANE,




